
Program for Wednesday, September 15th
The NFB film release MY FATHER'S CAMERA is to be the subject of our

September 15th meeting. In May, director Karen Shopsowitz accepted the
prestigious Peabody Award in New York, at a luncheon hosted by Walter
Cronkite, for her film.

The film evolves around Israel Shopsowitz's lifelong passion for amateur
filmmaking which started in the 1930s. His curiosity of the world around him
- and his fond gaze on the Shopsowitz clan - are at the heart of his daugh-
ter's film, which skillfully weaves his cinematic legacy into an entertaining his-
tory of the home movie. Equipped with her dad's old Super 8 and a sharp eye
for a great clip, Karen traces the genre's history from the first home-movie
boom in the 1920s through to the amateur explosion of the 1930s and 1940s
and beyond. Throughout that era the movie camera became the unofficial
documentor of family life. Basements and attics across the continent contain
countless reels of the stuff - flickering images of baptisms and bar mitzvahs,
weddings and graduations, dazed toddlers by the Christmas tree and bored
teenagers on cross-country road trips.

Karen Shopsowitz also directed and edited My Grandparents Had a
Hotel, which won a Gemini for Best Music. Home movies and their unique
place in our popular culture are the theme of our evening’s entertainment fea-
turing the film My Father's Camera.

THE NEW 2004 – 2005 DIRECTORY IS OUT
The new PHSC Membership Directory has

been completed and is on its way to registered
members. The 24 pages list membership
addresses and telephone numbers and in a
separate section their interests and enumera-
tion data. Being a special project to mark the
Society’s 30th Anniversary, the book has been

enlarged to incorpo-
rate historical data
and photographs,
and making it an
information source
with PHSC By-Laws,
Awards & Grants
data, as well as
Auction and Fair
information. Werner
D r e c h s e l ,
M e m b e r s h i p
Secretary, intro-
duces the Directory
outlining its many
sections and pur-
poses. Robert

Carter, PHSC Web
Master, discusses the “Evolution
of PHSC Communications.”

Location/Date/Times
PHSC Monthly Meetings
are held on the third Wednesday from
September to June in the  Burgundy
Room, Memorial Hall in the basement of
the North York Central Library, 
5120 Yonge Street, North York, Ontario.
The meeting officially begins at 8:00 p.m.
but is preceded by a Buy & Sell and social
gathering from 7:00 p.m. onwards. For
information contact the PHSC or Clint
Hryhorijiw, 68 Waterford Dr., Toronto, ON,
M9R 2N6, Phone (416) 240-1927.

Programming Schedule:
September 15th, 2004
-”My Father’s Camera,” an NFB film
which recently won the prestigious
Peabody Award in New York is to be
our study theme for the evening.

October 17th, 2004, Sunday
-The PHSC Annual Fall Fair opens
10am to 3pm at the Soccer Center,
7601 Martin Grove Rd., Woodbridge,
Lots of fresh goodies, new finds.

October 24th, 2004, Sunday
-A SPECIAL PHSC AUCTION will
be held at the Canadian Legion
Hall, 1395 Lakeshore Blvd., West.
Viewing at 11AM, bidding - noon.

FOR THE LATEST PROGRAM UPDATES
CHECK THE PHSC WEB SITE AT

http://www.phsc.ca
TO CONTACT THE PHSC VIA E-MAIL

phsc@phsc.ca
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ADDISON, MARGE 613 374-2169 -       -

P.O. Box 447,
Verona, ON
K0H 2W0  Canada E-mail: marge@pvdd.com

AKOURIS, GREG 416 604-4696 -       -

403 Durie St,
Toronto, ON
M6S 3G5  Canada

ANGER, RONALD W. 416 483-4185 -       -

194 Craighurst Ave.,

Toronto, ON
M4R 1K2  Canada    E-mail: anger@sympatico.ca

ARNO, JACK 905 335-9335 - -

2227 Ingersoll Drive,

Burlington, ON
L7P 3L1  Canada    E-mail: jack.arno@sympatico.ca

ATTFIELD, BRUCE 613 256-0206 -  -

1630 Corkery Rd., 

Carp, ON
K0A 1L0  Canada    E-mail: attfield@fox.nstn.ca

BANIC, RUDY 416 422-4166 416 422-4166 -

65-A Hillside Drive, #401

Toronto, ON
M4K 2M3  Canada E-mail: rudanic@sympatico.ca

BARRETT, CHARLES 519 432-3808 -       -

168 Thornton Ave,

London, ON
N5Y 2Y8  Canada   E-mail: cbarrett1@rogers.com

BATTLER, BRIAN 519 696-2606 - -

7 Paul Ave., RR # 1,

Ayr, ON, 
N0B 1E0  Canada

BEATON, DOUG 613 225-1537 -      -

37 Rongail St.,

Nepean, ON
K2G 0K6  Canada      E-mail: doug.beaton@sympatico.ca

BEATTY, BRYAN 905 878-8376 416 675-6622 -

57 Laurier Ave,

Milton, ON 
L9T 4T1  Canada

BELIER, WILLIAM B. 416 247-3885 -       -

24 Sturton Rd.,

Etobicoke, ON
M9P 2C6  Canada

BELL, RICHARD 416 778-6275 416 410-8666 416 778-9520

75 Lakeside Ave.,

Toronto, ON,
M1N 3C3  Canada

BERKOWITZ, PHIL 905 459-3478 -       -

59 Havelock Dr.,

Brampton, ON
L6W 4A8  Canada

BESTEMAN, ALBERT 416 693-4129 - -

1 Massey Square, PH #16,

Toronto, ON
M4C 5L4  Canada

BLOM, JOOST 604 688-2586 604 822-4564 -

1601-837 Hastings Street West,

Vancouver, BC
V6C 3N7  Canada E-mail: jblom@telus.net

BOCCIOLETTI, LARRY 416 243-1439 -       416 243-1439

1248 Jane St.,

Toronto, ON
M6M 4X8  Canada   E-mail: larbocci@interlog.com

BOCK, JOHN T. - 416 674-2804 416 674-1827

7 – 14 Steinway Blvd.,

Toronto, ON
M9W 6M6  Canada E-mail: sales@bockoptronics.ca

BODMARUK, JOHN

1437 Barton Street,

Hamilton, ON
L8H 2W7  Canada

BOOTS, PETER   519 623-1907 -       -

240 The Greenway,

Cambridge, ON

N1R 6M1  Canada

BREATHWAITE, GEOF  J. 613 833-2204 -       -

3469 Old Montreal Rd.,

Cumberland, ON

K4C 1H8  Canada

BROWN, JACK 613 923-5318 -       -

430 Old River Road, Rural Route #3,

Mallorytown, ON

K0E 1R0  Canada E-mail:cjbrownca@yahoo.ca

BROWN, JIM 506 433-4666 506 433-4666 506 433-5683,

PO Box 5214,

Sussex, NB,
E4E 5L3  Canada E-mail:vwmw@nbnet.nb.ca

BUIST, GERALD 613 547-6396 -       -

462 Montreal St.,

Kingston, ON
K7K 3H8  Canada       E-mail: gbuist@kingston.jkl.net

BULGER, STEPHEN 416 504-0575 416 504-0575 416 504-8929

1026 Queen St. West,

Toronto, ON
M6J 1H6  Canada E-mail: sbulger@interlog.com

CARTER, ROBERT A. 416 622-0433 416 232-1199 -

4 Norbert Cres.,

Etobicoke, ON
M9C 3J9  Canada       E-mail: robert.carter@sympatico.ca

CHAMI, ALEX 416 493-7511 416 493-7510 -,

37 Lesgay Cres.,

Willowdale, ON

M2J 2H9  Canada

CHAN, VINCENT 416 971-4296 416 979-5000 -

335 - 20 Carleton St.,
ext 6612

Toronto, ON
M5B 2H5  Canada      E-mail: v7chan@acs.ryerson.ca

CLARK, ALLDYN -      -       705 645-6927

54 Killdeer Cres.,

Bracebridge, ON

P1L 1Z2  Canada E-mail: alldyn@muskoka.com

COLE, DAVID R. 416 617-0283 - -

2140 Nipigon Dr.,

Oakville, ON
L6H 4E4  Canada E-mail: drcole@colecompany.com

COMPUBOOKS 416 266-3358

3595 St. Clair Ave. East,

Toronto, ON
M1K 1L8  Canada

CRAIG, DR. DOUGLAS A. 780 436-1417 780 492-3716 780 492-1767

11535 - 73rd Ave., NW,

Edmonton, AB
T6G 0E2  Canada E-mail: d.craig@ualberta.ca

CRUZ, GARY 905 568-8010 416 252-5311 -

127 Palomino Drive,
ext 473 

Mississauga, ON

L4Z 3G5  Canada

DALY, CHARLES 705 745-2064 -       -

1501 Sherwood Cres.,

Peterborough, ON

K9J 6T6  Canada E-mail: cdaly@pipcom.com

DAMMER, ANITA 403 637-0018 403 637-0018 403 637-0019,

PO Box 57,
Water Valley, AB

T0M 2E0  Canada E-mail: adammer@telusplanet.net

�
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MEMBERSHIP ADDRESSES AND TELEPHONE LISTINGS

A–D
Information in this Directory is confidential to PHSC and its members

and may not be used for commercial purposes.

This Directory is published to enable members to make personal contact with each other and is not to be used as a mailing list,

other than by the PHSC itself. The contents of the Directory may not be copied or retrieved by any mechanical, photographic, or

electronic means without the authorisation of the PHSC. Information contained within the Directory is subject to the provi-

sions of the Personal Information Protection and Electronic Documents Act (PIPEDA), effective January 1, 2004.
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Larry Boccioletti helped form the Photographic Historical

Society of New York in 1969 so when approached in Toronto in

1974 by John Linsky and Morris Fischstein, he could see the ben-

efits of pulling together a similar group of camera collectors in

Canada. Morris covered initial expenses while Larry set to work

assembling a list of some 150 names. Of them 100 were mailed

a letter explaining the

aims and were invited to

meet at the Constellation

Hotel in Rexdale on

October 23rd, 1974.

Newspaper ads also pro-

moted that founding

meeting. “I was quite

delighted,” recalls Larry,

“when seventeen people

showed up, including

three women. The found-

ing meeting of the New

York group had only 17

people to kick off its suc-

cess, so I felt it was a good

omen. Discussions came to a

concensus of what was needed. John Linsky volunteered to take

on the responsibility of holding follow-up meetings while I

moved to Arkansas for two years, returning sporadically to par-

ticipate in activities.”

John Linsky remembers, “With Larry’s departure I was pro-

pelled to move the society forward with volunteers: Terry Wedge,

Harold McNutt, Morris Fischstein and myself. We created a

National society with local chapters, having two executive com-

mittees – one for the National and one for the Toronto Chapter

which ran monthly meetings. Years later we merged the two

groups. In half a year we started a monthly newsletter –

Photographic Canadiana which was widely circulated to attract

new members. We arranged for a display of collectables at the

C.N.E. to carry our message. We made a presentation to the Tariff

Revisions Board, initiated the Incorporation of the Society which

required drafting bylaws and a constitution, and laid plans for a

“Swap-Meet” which on June 7th 1975 became our first Canadian

Photographica Fair at the (old) North York Memorial Hall. More

volunteers joined in, including Gene Wasylciw, Jack Addison,

John Alldredge, George Barton, Marjorie Addison, Robert

Dynes, Ron Anger, Laura Jones and others.  By March 1975 we

had attained 53 members,

January ‘76 saw the total

at 115. To encourage

growth, dues were set at

$10 for the National and

Toronto society or $5 for the

National only. We weren’t

successful with all projects

and over the years have

revised goals to meet needs

and capabilities. Our hoped-

for photographic museum is

still on the wish list while

additional Chapters have not

materialized.”

“Profit for the 2nd

Annual Fair of May 15, 1976 came to $91.01 and we were on a

path to stability.  We have accumulated a good financial buffer

through our Fairs and Auctions only because we have dedicated

volunteers. Such events provide the funds necessary for our pub-

lications, meetings, Awards program, Website and other activi-

ties. Having carried the workload for 30 years, it is inevitable we

must pass everything into the care of keen and younger hands.”

Says Larry Boccioletti, “Digital photography is fast replacing

image creation but the love for old cameras and photographica

will continue.  Our Society is keeping abreast of the changes as is

apparent with our modern web site and E-mail publications. We

are proud to offer photographic collectors one of the most active

societies in North America with resources and benefits that set a

standard for others.”

*MR. BOCCIOLETTI PASSED AWAY JULY 20TH, 2004 TO THE LOSS OF THE PHSC HAVING

ADDING MUCH TO CANADIAN PHOTOGRAPHIC HISTORY.

1974 to 2004 thirty years of service

LARRY BOCCIOLETTI*

JOHN LINSKY

Charter Members Currently Active

Marge Addison 
0004-CM 

Ronald W. Anger 
0007-CM 

Doug Beaton 
0013-CM 

Larry Boccioletti 
0001-CM 

Robert J. Dynes
0022-CM

Jean Hill 

0034-CM 

Claude Jutras 
0040-CM 

John Linsky 
0003-CM 

Gordon Meinecke 
0045-CM 

Stanley G. Metcalfe 
0046-CM 

William Nassau 
0052-CM 

Mme. Micheline D. Parent 
0070-CM 

Charter Institutions

State Historical Society of Wisconsin 
0057-CM

Metropolitan Toronto Library Board 
0047-CM

Members by Year – 1990 to 2004

Comp Exch Inst Life National Toronto TOTAL

1990 28 28 1 90 121 268

1991 28 24 1 100 108 261

1992 28 25 1 104 100 258

1993 30 24 1 96 114 265

1994 32 25 2 101 101 261

1995 1 32 25 2 106 104 270

1996 5 33 25 2 109 113 287

1997 7 34 26 2 125 110 304

1998 8 34 26 2 123 101 294

1999 5 34 27 2 127 91 286

2000 6 31 20 2 112 115 286

2001 3 30 21 2 86 116 258

2002 1 26 17 2 74 94 214

2003 3 30 16 2 83 105 239

2004 3 28 16 2 89 101 239



L A URO (L ARRY ) BOCCI OLET T I
JUNE 3, 1927 – JULY 20, 2004

We regret to report that Larry Boccioletti, one of the
original founders of the PHSC, passed away on July

20th. Larry nurtured the
Society throughout the
past 30 years  serving as
President for two terms,
Fall Fair initiator and its
Chairman, Auctioneer, and
speaker – he will be sadly
missed. Despite his dete-
riorating health he was
continuing the tasks as
Fall Fair Chairman.

Larry was a prized
photographer, a barber
shop singer, a master
scuba diver, a journalist, a

bowler and above all – a friend to many. He
approached life with great gusto and took pride in a job
well done, no matter how great or how small.

Larry commenced his photographic career in
Welland, Ontario, taught at the New York Institute of
Photography and also at Centennial College in
Toronto; he worked as staff photographer for
DeHavilland Aircraft before his retirement.

FROM THE WEB
Major changes are being effected within the photo

industry due to the fast growing acceptance of digital
technology. Two former industry giants are dying.

The British arm of Ilford is near bankruptcy. Half the
staff (330) at Mobberley, have lost their jobs. The com-
pany was founded in 1879 by Alfred Harman making
gelatin dry plates in the basement of his house in Ilford,
Essex. Ilford’s Swiss operation, makers of digital inkjet
products, is not affected.

Giant Agfa-Gevaert corporation divests its Consumer
Imaging business to senior management under the new
name AgfaPhoto which will serve markets worldwide.

Japan’s Nikon Corp. will boost production capacity for
its hot-selling digital SLR camera while eyeing an exit
from film compact cameras. Nikon’s D70 faces off
against Canon’s EOS Digital Rebel (the first to break the
$1000 US price level in the prosumer category). Nikon
will ramp production of D70s to 90,000 units/year.

Eastman Kodak Co. is gaining on front-runner Sony
Corp. in the U.S. digital camera market ahead of Canon
and Nikon. It was expected the Japanese would eat
Kodak’s lunch but Big Yellow may yet become #1 of film-
less cameras. Kodak is about to acquire the image sen-
sor business of National Semiconductor, makers of pro-
fessional CMOS sensors. Kodak currently makes many
of the professional CCD sensors found in use today.
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On her visit home in June, 2004 my
daughter Pat (PHSC’s Maritime corre-
spondent) brought me a camera which
was given to her by a University of
New Brunswick colleague, Doris
Rauch.  Doris knew of my interest in
old cameras and after a trip to New
York in the spring where she was help-
ing her mother move to a new apart-
ment, Doris brought back to
Fredericton two cameras once owned
by her father, Oskar Mayer.

One of the cameras was a Sida, a
small palm-sized miniature (made in
Berlin in the mid 1930s) which imme-
diately piqued my interest. Because of
the age and pristine condition of this
little gem I just felt that it had a
story to tell.  And indeed it did, for it
had been in the sole possession of
the Mayer family since about 1937…
67 years!

This is the provenance: Just a few
weeks ago during another visit with her
mother in New York, Doris learned that
her mother, Senta Mayer, had brought
the little camera from Germany when
she emigrated in 1939 to join her hus-
band in the United States. Originally,
the camera had been purchased in
Dusseldorf by Mr. Mayer’s brother-in-
law, Erich Schwarz. Tragically he was
a victim of the Holocaust and did not
survive to join his relatives in New
York.

I am indebted to Doris and to her
mother, Senta Mayer for entrusting me
with this family keepsake. I will trea-
sure it always.

Share your treasured collectibles with our readers. It does not
have to be a rare camera. The criteria being that it is a photo-
graphic article which YOU cherish and is part of YOUR collection.
Write c/o Photographic Canadiana or see me at a PHSC meeting.

A Treasure
From My Collection...

By Bill Belier BILL BELIER

T H E  U N TO L D  S TO RY  B E H I N D …

THE 1936 SIDA CAMERA

Original 1936 SIDA eye level miniature
camera, cast metal black body, approx. 2 3/4”
long, 1 3/4” high and 1 1/2” deep, direct vision
type optical view finder with folding sports-type
wire finder. Lens is a Sida Optik meniscus-type
35mm f1.8. Single speed shutter - T and I lever on
right side, shutter release on bottom plate - left
of centre. The camera came complete with the
original brown leather rigid case with the Sida
logo impressed on the front panel, and the sad-
dle stitching fully intact.  The original 8 page
instruction booklet – German text, is complete
and intact, neatly folded in four to fit inside the
case. The recommended film was Herzog Super
ISODUX -29, – 8 exposures.

The Sida miniature camera shows its size in this comparison with
a hand and a Canadian Toonie.
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Two portrait illustrations
of J. Fraser Bryce.
Dressed in concert attire
the young photographer
may have given recitals
using his “sweet tenor
voice” to entertain social
gatherings in Toronto.
A later image from 1899
at age 47 shows a heav-
ier mature businessman.

The name J. Fraser Bryce (J. for John) appears
in Glen Phillips’ list of Toronto photographers as
active in the years 1880 to 1909. Toronto street
directories give sporadic home listings as early as
1878 where, for two years, he is domiciled at 27
Widmer, the home of Thomas Hunter of Hunter &
Co. (photographers), – Bryce is at 12 Robinson in
1882. Directories being one year out of date, then
1877 likely would be the correct arrival year. 

Born in 1852 to Scottish parents, William and
Christiana (née Fraser), in Dundas, Ontario, Bryce
received his education there and probably appren-
ticed with noteworthy photographers in the
Hamilton-Dundas area. In Toronto (age 25) he
became assistant to photographer Thomas Hunter,
rising to “leading operator.” Hunter ran both a
gallery and a photo supply outlet at 39-41 King St.
West; his career appears to have started in the part-
nership Middlemiss and Hunter (1876[5]), taking
over the hard-pressed business of Ewing and
Company who succumbed during a lengthy mid-70s
depression. The economic struggle stressed most
photographers who either regrouped their business’,
closed or went to the United States which was in a
hiatus during their Centennial celebrations. The
M&H partnership was of short duration as was
Bryce’s initial stay in Toronto. He left for Detroit
where he worked for photographer C.C. Randall,
then went to Cleveland, Ohio where he “directed the
destiny of J.F. Ryder’s studio.” Both Randall and
Ryder ran highly successful studios which would
have provided Bryce the practical knowledge along
with technical and artistic aspects of photography.

When Bryce returned to Toronto in 1884 he
purchased the business of Thomas Hunter setting up
his gallery at 107 King St. West. Hunter was still
listed under Photo Supplies at 107 1/2 King West.
The new gallery was well-appointed and furnished
with the latest accessories, designed to enhance the
artistic aspects of his work – Bryce had learned
well from his American masters.  Bryce occupied
various premises on that street starting with No.
107, 105 1/2 (1886-7) then returned to 107 for a
seven year run. Suddenly Bryce went off on another
USA sojourn leaving Alexander Keith to manage a
newly formed Bryce Studios Co. The Professional

Photographer, published in
Buffalo, announced his return in
the December 1897 issue:

Mr. J. Fraser Bryce, one of Canada’s
best known and most artistic photog-
raphers, has returned to Toronto after
some two years’ travel in the United
States. He has fitted up a handsome stu-
dio, and will, we are sure, be favored with the
same high class patronage so freely extended to him
before.

J. Fraser Bryce, photographer, re-established
himself at 79 King St West – the old stand for
Gagen & Fraser - photographers. There he lists his
business under his own name as a photographer but
a card mount stamped 79 King W. indicates the ini-
tiation of The Carbon Studio – managed by Bryce.
Evidently he had to wait out the terms of contract
for the closure of the Bryce Studios Co. under Mr.
Keith after which Bryce was finally able to return
to his 107 address in the 1900 street directory
where he officially lists both business names.  This
is also his home location for about five years.  

J. Fraser Bryce,
The Carbon Studio, and The Carbon Process of Printing

Photographs
by Thomas Ritchie, Ottawa

In the decade before and after the start of the 20th century, John Fraser Bryce was a leading Toronto
photographer. He lived during an era of innovation and advancement in photography which affected all
aspects of the photographer’s craft, especially in the methods of printing photographs. The Carbon process
of printing appealed to Bryce and became a symbol by which he identified his studio. His career was one
of considerable accomplishment and provides a measure of the photographic development of his time.
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Then there are those commercial photographers
whose goal is to derive income from the sale of
their products directly to the subject.This category
of photographer can, in turn, be subdivided into
those who, with a particular type of apparatus, can
provide the photos to the subject within a few min-

utes and those whose photos must be obtained
later, in person or by mail, from the photofinish-

er. (Figs. 1, 2, 3) I still vividly recall a trip to
Venice in 1957 where, while being transported
through the canals in a gondola, a photograph-
er positioned on a bridge used a 35mm camera
to catch a photo of my wife and me. Following
this he tossed a weighted, numbered receipt
into the gondola with information as to where,
when and for how much I might obtain a copy
of the photo.

My primary research and collecting interest is
in those street photographers who developed their
exposures either within the camera or in a
tank/tanks attached below the camera and who
delivered the photo within minutes. These photog-
raphers, in turn separate into two main categories:
those who used commercially made cameras and
those who used cameras that were homemade.
These latter cameras also had either trays of devel-
oper/fixer within or tanks mounted below the box’s
body at the rear.

One of the very first – if not the first – commer-
cial “street” outfits was invented and patented by
Ladislas Nievsky, of England. (Fig. 4) Introduced
around 1892 and manufactured by Jonathan
Fallowfield, the camera which used ferrotype (tin-
type) dry plates, contained a plate magazine and
slid laterally along a track atop a box on which it
was mounted. Following the exposure, the camera
was slid to the center position on the track where,
upon the release of a lever, the plate dropped into a
tank. Below the tank were positioned three bulbs
containing (respectively) developer, fixer and wash
water. Squeezing each bulb pumped its solution into
the tank where it was retained by closing a tap or
valve. Following completion of each stage, opening
the tap allowed gravity to return the solution to its
bulb-reservoir. The box containing the whole appa-
ratus measured only 12 by 9 inches.

by Eaton S. Lothrop, Jr.

The term “street photographer” covers a variety of approaches to the same activity – that of taking pho-
tographs of people on the street, as opposed to in the studio. The approaches to this are highly varied.
There are the social documentarians whose goal it is to photographically capture the human condition as
found on the streets. While these photographers may choose to give a copy of the photo to their subjects,
many – if not most – have primarily taken the photographs for their own ends, such as use in a book or
display – and hopefully sale – in an exhibition. 

Street Photographers’ Cameras

Fig. 1 A Moviematic 35mm camera used by
a street photographer in Milwaukee,

Wisconsin is seen with ticket receipt.

Fig. 2 (left) An unused photo
ticket/receipt from Trans-
American-Photo-Service, of
New York City.

Fig. 3  A French “Carte-Postale” dated Juillet 1927.
The half-frame format indicates the photo was taken
with a 35mm camera such as the  Photo Cine Sept.

PHOTOGRAPHIC CANADIANA is on its way……
Our latest issue of Photographic Canadiana, Volume 30 #2 has been completed and

is in the mail to members. It is a particularly interesting 20 pages of articles as Bill Belier
relates the story of a tiny SIDA camera with ties to the Holocaust of World War II.
Thomas Ritchie of Ottawa has contributed a biographical sketch of Toronto photogra-
pher J. Fraser Bryce who created elegant portraits for his high-society clientele, then
dwindled away and spent his remaining years in a Dundas institution. Eaton S. Lothrop
Jr. has assembled a fine study on Street Photographers’ Cameras, a topic we rarely
read about. Other columns come from as far away as Bièvres, France by Cindy
Motzenbecker of Michigan and from Lauzan, France by Bob White, a native of Welwyn
Garden City, England. The issue is well worth the PHSC membership fee of $24.00. If
you aren’t a member then join today and get the back issues for our 30th Anniversary.
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STUDY BY THE BRYCE STUDIO – TORONTO  c1896
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We meet truly impressive per-
sonalities during our PHSC monthly
meetings. George Gilbert is one of
those “great icons” who spent 30
years writing over 400 articles for the
popular photographic press. He had
articles in so many magazines he
resorted to a number of pen names
to prevent upsetting editors and los-
ing out on assignments.

For our June meeting, George
set the stage by giving an overview
of his career and his experiences
during World War II. A commercial
photo apprentice when the U.S.
joined the allies, his college aptitude
for mathematics and his experience
in photography resulted in assign-
ment to train military staff on aerial
mapping. At the time, a German
patent outlined a faster way to calcu-
late heights by using aerial photogra-
phy and mathematics. The urgency
was for topographical maps of
Pacific war zones.

George was re-assigned to an ill-
fated venture where the team’s ship
was sunk. But his life was spared
when he was diverted to a new task.
A team was to be dropped onto
Omaha Beach the day before the
famous D-Day assault to take mea-
surements of the beach area. Here
again he was saved from that suicide
task when the project was shelved
as attention shifted to the Manhattan
project.

With his background outlined,
George recited anecdotes to illus-
trate the impact of the Leica, first
announced at the 1924 Leipzig Fair,
in shifting emphasis from the large
cameras of the 1930s to the era of
the miniature camera.

The Leitz family who owned the
famous optical firm were Protestants
and belonged to one of the democ-
ratic political parties in Germany
when the National Socialists gained
control of the country and began
their well documented punishment of
their Jewish countrymen. With the
increasing intrusion of the Nazi gov-

ernment into business and social life,
Leitz quietly began polling its staff
about the effect of government policy
on them and on the company’s deal-
ers, many of whom were also
Jewish. Leitz initiated a practice of
buying back stock from affected
dealers, reselling it to any who emi-
grated to America. From there they
began ‘hiring’ people associated with
the firm who were at grave risk. The
new employees were quickly trained

to use the Leica and understand
equipment “lingo,” then Leitz applied
for an exit permit to send the new
employee to America as a
Demonstrator to assist in generating
sales – extra foreign currency was
much appreciated by the German
government.

In America, the Leitz subsidiary
found jobs and support for the arriv-
ing emigrants (some with little or no
English skills). It was recounted that
an editor of the Leica Magazine
called every account in America to
help place the new employees. It
was also rumored that Leitz paid full
salary for three months then half
salary for the next three months. In
all, it is estimated some 300 or more
people benefited from the program.

Long after the war had ended,
the story of the Freedom Train pro-
gram was first proposed to Reader’s
Digest with its 12 million plus read-
ers. Leitz directors refused permis-
sion to print anything as long as the
people involved were still alive as
they still were at risk of possible
retaliation. By 1987, the last of the
protagonists had died so George
wrote a small half-page article pub-
lished in various photographic chron-
icles. A decade later, the story was
briefly covered in the book Illustrated
World Wide Who’s Who of Jews in
Photography, reviewed in our PC
journal in May 1997 and a story in
our PC May 2002 issue. The quest of
his continuing promotion has
reached the attention of Hollywood
so we may yet see another version of
Schindler’s List with a Leica twist.
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WE RECOMMEND YOU READ THE COMPLETE PROGRAM REPORT AT WWW.PHSC.CA/GILBERT.HTML

OUR JUNE MEETING   by Rober t  Car ter

George Gilbert of Riverdale N.Y.
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Coming Events

September 11 to October 30, 2004.
The Stephen Bulger Gallery, 1026
Queen St. W., Toronto features Phil
Bergerson’s Shards of America in
conjunction with his book launching.

September 12th, 2004 (Sunday).
The Toronto International CAMERA
SHOW will again open at the
Thornhill Community Centre, 7755
Bayview Ave., Thornhill, 10am to 3
pm. South of #407 or #7 at John
Street. 705-857-2659 or Email: sue-
wooten@hotmail.com

October 9th, 2004 (Saturday). See
and hear renowned South Africa
wildlife photographers Barry Wilkins
and Jill Sneesby during their ONLY
Canadian appearance. The London
Camera Club will host an all-day
seminar on “Wild Photography” at
the London Convention Centre, 300
York St., London, ON. Fees are $65
for pre-registry – includes seminar,
lunch, refreshments and door prizes.
Send registration c/o David
Wellington, 54–135 Belmont Dr.,
London, ON., N6J 4J3. For info  visit
www.londoncameraclub.on.ca

October 17th, 2004 (Sunday), The
PHSC Annual Fall Fair, THE BIG
ONE with over 100 tables of photo-
graphic goodies will again be held at
the Soccer Centre in Woodbridge, N-
W of Toronto at #7 and 7601 Martin
Grove Rd. It runs 10am to 3pm. For
registration contact Mark Singer at
905-762-9031 or email to
string@outer-net.com

October 24th, 2004 (Sunday), The
PHSC will be hosting a SPECIAL
AUCTION at the Canadian Legion
Hall, 1395 Lakeshore Blvd. West, in
Toronto with previewing at 11:00am
and bidding starting at noon. No
assignments can be accepted.

October 24th, 2004 (Sunday), The
33rd Annual MiPHS Photographica
Trade Show will again be held at The
Novi Community Center, 45175 W.
Ten Mile Rd. in Novi, Michigan (1/2
mile west of Novi Road). Besides
equipment and general photographi-
ca they have a separate room for
image collectors. See their web site
at www.miphs.org/

Advertisements
Members are invited to submit one free adver-
tisement to the classified section of each issue,
limit 50 words, used at the editor’s discretion.

Information Wanted
Information needed for book about
Chauncey Barnes who wrote in 1884
that he had been a Daguerreian
artist in Toronto and Kingston about
1841-43. Would share info with any-
one having data on him. Contact
FRobbDRobb@aol.com

Wanted 
A Magic Lantern slide carrier, con-
sisting of a double sliding frame with-
in a fixed one. The moving frame
must have parallel slots at both sides
to accept 3 1/4” square and 3 1/4” x
4” glass slides. It needs to be 4 1/2”
from top to bottom and no more than
11/16” thick. Most grateful if some-
one can help. Contact Lindsay
Lambert, 41 Bellwood Ave., Ottawa,
ON, K1S 1S6, 613-730-7797.

Wanted
Bicycle & Motorcycle photography,
medals, ephemera, stereoptics, cat-
alogues –all related items. Contact
Lorne Shields, Box 87588, 300 John
St., P.O. Thornhill, ON., L3T 7R3 at
(905) 886-6911, or e-mail at vintage-
antique@rogers.com

Wanted for Research
Photocopies of catalogues, instruc-
tions, brochures/pamphlets and ads
for such “street”/postcard/tintype
cameras and manufacturers as
Daydark, Mandel & Mandelette
/Chicago Ferrotype Co., Benson,
Glossick, Keystone, Thompson,
etc.Gladly pay for photocopying and
postage. Contact: Eaton Lothrop,
269 Helme Ave., Miller Place, N.Y.,
11764 or email esl1839@aol.com

Wanted
Surface & Symbol, Scarborough Arts
Council's monthly arts newspaper,
seeks B&W photo-essay submis-
sions. This is an opportunity for pho-
tographers to have their work pub-
lished. Send proposals to Andrea
Raymond, editor at news@scarbor-
ougharts.com or tel: 416-698-7322.
Need a series of photos (5-8) that tell
a story, or selection of photos from a
body of work. A few paragraphs of
writing may explain the story. A short
biography of the photographer is
also required.

Wanted
Photographs by Norman Edson
(1876–1968) who published and
sold many photographs (often hand-
painted) during his time in Canada
(Sutton, Knowlton, Brome Lake,
Boulton Pass). He moved to the U.S.
Pacific Northwest (1904-06),
returned to Canada until the 1920s
then back to America. Contact Bill
Taylor, 9715 Cherry St., Edmonds,
WA, 98020-2337 or 425-771-7990.

ANTIQUE PHOTOGRAPHICA SALE
Bryan Ginns reminds us that their
ongoing auction sale will close
September 18th at 3:00PM. The sale
features over 500 lots covering
Daguerreotypes, Ambrotypes,
CDVs, Cabinet cards, Autochromes
and Magic Lantern slides. Visit their
online catalogue at www.stereo-
graphica.com: Antique Photographica

ONLINE AUCTION OF LEICAS
Everard & Co of Savannah, GA is
scheduling an online auction of hun-
dreds of Leica cameras, both historic
and contemporary models. This is an
extremely large and single-owner
collection which will be available
from October 18th to November 8th.
Contact: amanda@everardandcom-
pany.com

CHRISTIE’S AUCTION, SEPT. 14
Christie’s Auction House in London,
UK are holding a camera and photo-
graphic equipment sale on
September the 14th. Their ads fea-
ture a photo of a ladies handbag
estimated to sell at £4,000 to 6,000.
One of only five known examples it
contains a hidden Vest Pocket
Ensign camera. Send all your
enquiries to Michael Pritchard at
mpritchard@christies.com

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
We welcome the following new
members: Compubooks of Toronto,
Sarah Stacy of Ottawa, Peter van
Overbeek of Wellesley, Heinz Greef
of Burlington, Nancy Lemon of
Springfield, Dirk Heinze of Toronto,
Sanja Gregoric of Mississauga who
are all from Ontario while Anita
Dammer resides in Water Valley,
Alberta and Lindsey Scurrah is in
Comox, British Columbia. We hope
you enjoy your membership with
happy collecting for many years.
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