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A COVER STORY

In September of 2018,
African-American Tyler Mitchell
made history as the first black
photographer to shoot a cover
for Vogue magazine, the one
featuring singer and songwriter
Beyoncé. Since then, the young
photographer’s
career
has
flourished, with Mitchell earning
a fellowship from the Gordon
Parks Foundation as well as
mounting his first solo exhibit in
the US. He was also chosen to
shoot a fashion feature for
AnOther magazine, a UK-based
international fashion and culture
bi-annual. The silk and cotton
bag dress on the left, designed
by Andres Kronthaler for
Vivienne Westwood, is a piece
from that shoot poking fun at the
ruffles that once connoted the
superiority of upper-crust over commoner in centuries gone by.
The September issue of Vogue has been described as an event in its own right
and was the subject of its own documentary over a decade ago. The month
September was historically vital to the fashion industry as it debuted the trends
and couture lines that would be soon hitting the stores. After the summer
consumer lull, the Vogue September fashion issue seemed not only to burst with
cutting-edge photography but to revitalize and rejig fashion notions in one colossal
issue, inspiring first adapters and timid shoppers alike. Ironically, the 2009 Vogue
documentary celebrated the intense high-level machinations of getting this crucial
issue to press just as radical change in global communications and fashion
manufacturing was taking hold of the industry. As the immediacy of social media
has now taken the place of the wait for print, and street fashion has eclipsed the
market for couture, any month’s issue now seems to follow fashion rather than
lead. A striking cover still has an impact and gets its share of retweets but one can
only wonder exactly how the power dynamic was configured in that 2018 Vogue
image Mitchell shot: was a powerhouse magazine giving a young black
photographer a rare opportunity, or was hiring that young black photographer an
attempt to save a once-powerful magazine?

Sources
“Are The September Issues Still Relevant?” by Taylor Bryant in Fashionista.com, Aug 29
2019.
“The Full Shoot: Tyler Mitchell S/S19” photography by Tyler Mitchell in AnOther Mag, Jan
24, 2020. www.anothermag.com/fashion-beauty/gallery/10364/the-full-shoot-tyler-mitchellfor-another-magazine-s-s19/2
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Pictured above: Leica has moved into “Special
Edition” cameras. The latest offering, the
$50,000 Hermès/Leica M9-P set above, offers
a camera dressed in ‘Veau Swift’ calfskin
leather by Hermès on a custom M9 body
complete with 3 lenses: a Summicron-M 28
mm f/2 ASPH, a Noctilux-M 50 mm f/0.95
ASPH, and a APO-Summicron-M 90 mm f/2
ASPH. The kit comes with a hand-finished
Hermès leather camera bag. Included is a
handsome volume by Jean-Louis Dumas, the
photos taken with a vintage Leica M6. Buyers
must sign an agreement that the ensemble
won't be resold for two years.
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PHSC PRESENTS

Toronto’s Past: A Look Back at
Social History and Significant Events in Photographs

You either love or hate Toronto; there seems to be nothing in between. The once resource-based Wyandot and Iroquois
shoreline settlements have burgeoned into Canada’s largest and most contentious city and Torontonians eager to learn their
own history have been turning of late to the Toronto Past Archive. Active on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram, this informal
organization, comprised of a few dedicated historians, has spent significant years collecting, preserving, archiving and
showcasing visual relics of the city’s extraordinary past, treasures that might have been lost without these committed
volunteers. The Archive not only searches for photographic evidence of forgotten urban curiosities, it encourages all with
Toronto-related tales to share their stories. Victor D. Caratun from Toronto Past Archive will be in for an enthralling evening of
resurrecting the historical oddities and milestones of a diverse modern Canadian metropolis.
Caratun began his journey into urban photographic history over 10 years ago, taking an interest in Toronto’s social history
and cultural shifts. He has charted the city’s development by searching out vintage images while re-photographing historic
sites and buildings of contemporary Toronto for the Toronto Past & Present series.
Join us at 7:45pm, presentation starts at 8:00pm, on Wednesday, February 19 in the Burgundy Room of North York
Memorial Community Hall in the basement of 5110 Yonge St, Toronto, Ontario. Admission, as usual, is free and light
refreshments are provided. Need info? www.phsc.ca
PHSC NEWS February, 2020
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BLOODY VALENTINE

How Crime in Chicago Led to a Public Benefit

On February 14, 1929, the bootlegging gang of George
“Bugs” Moran was gunned down in cold blood inside their
North Side base of operations in Chicago. The slaughter
became known as the Saint Valentine’s Day Massacre,
sending waves of fear through a city already used to the gun
violence and gang wars that went hand-in-hand with the
Prohibition era. Japanese-American Jun Fujita, then working
as a photographer for the Chicago Daily News, was first to
capture the grisly scene above. An outdoorsman, actor and
poet, as well as prolific photographer, Fujita’s image credits
would include the 1919 Chicago Race Riots, Al Capone
(responsible for the massacre but never charged), Frank
Lloyd Wright and Albert Einstein.
Up to that shocking day, Chicago mayor William Hale
Thompson had almost openly co-operated with organized
crime, condoning the running of Capone’s “business” by
pretending to be tough on illegal activity while allowing the
municipal police to turn a blind eye and even donate labour
to the distribution and sale of bootleg spirits. This enabled
gang violence, hardly rare in American cities and towns of
the day, to rise to levels endangering the public and all other

forms of commerce in Chicago. Exasperated private citizens
shocked by the massacre finally pressured the Federal
government for help. While Federal agents facilitated
Capone’s arrest for tax evasion, Thompson was voted out of
office and things eventually quieted down. But the real bonus
came later, also from the Federal government, in the form of
the National Firearms Act of 1934. This nation-wide
legislation curtailed the sale of firearms by imposing
registration requirements and a heavy tax on every weapon.
This made guns, especially the drum-fed Tommy gun (used
in the massacre and readily available for purchase) too
expensive for street crime. Mobilized Chicagoans proved
that civilian protest can be effective, even when established
authorities fail or refuse to act.

Sources
“Almost forgotten St. Valentine's Day massacre photographer now
remembered as poet” by Rick Kogan in Chicago Tribune, Feb 3
2017, www.chicagotribune.com/entertainment/ct-ae-0205japanese-photographer-sidewalks-kogan-20170202-column.html
“How the St. Valentine’s Day Massacre Changed Gun Laws” by A.
Brad Schwartz in The New York Times, Feb 16 2018,
www.nytimes.com/2018/02/16/opinion/how-the-st-valentines-daymassacre-changed-gun-laws.html
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THE TORONTO FILE

BY SONJA PUSHCHAK

When Looking Green Doesn’t Refer to the Environment
time with television news. Up to then, weather
reports had been all white boards and squeaky
chisel-tipped Sharpies. But by the 1970s,
chroma compositing, now green instead of
blue and increasingly partnered with
computers, was the method by which accurate
maps and cutely animated cloud graphics
could appear behind meteorological talking
heads.
So, the use of green screen can explain the
unusual discord between Premier and
Legislature. But why not just film the Premier at
the legislature? The rumour, unsubstantiated
then or now, was that the Provincial leader was
A still from the Provincial Twitter video with a short-fingered, greenish Premier kicking back in Florida but didn’t think a video
delivering a New Year’s message (no credit to the videographer).
featuring sunny beaches and Hawaiian shirts
Ontario News Now (ONN) is a unique service offered by
would suggest he was doing his job in Ontario. And what of
the Ontario government. Created under the auspices of the
the failure to match up the lighting between Ford-ground and
current Premier, the website features videos informing the
background? Any good tech will tell you this is textbook stuff.
public of the Conservative leader’s immersion in issues
If Hollywood hadn’t paid attention to issues like that, movies
important to anyone resident in the province. It has also
like Avengers: Endgame (2019) wouldn’t have convinced us
included videos with timely seasonal content. A recent
that Captain America and the Black Panther were defending
example, since deleted from the ONN lineup, shows the
democracy on the plains of Wakanda instead of on
leader of the Ontario Conservative party delivering a holiday
treadmills in a green-screen sound stage (see below).
message from inside the legislature where all taxpayers
assume he can be found busily attending to running an
And that, of course, is the point. While the Provincial
essential regional government.
government churns out videos for ONN, apparently with the
intention of creating an air of professionalism and
However, this particular piece of film had puzzling
organizational control, it appears they rely on amateurs to
incongruities. The background, which appeared to be a
actually do the work involved. Hire a real professional? What
legislature interior, had a decidedly yellow cast, while the
for? This administration is more comfortable with amateurs.
Premier seemed to be bathed in a greenish-blue light. As he
Sources
gestured with his hands while speaking, his finger tips
“Premier Doug Ford filmed Ontario News Now videos at least 100
disappeared as they neared the edge of the frame. While
times” by Allison Jones, The Canadian Press, Sep 15, 2019,
some taxpayers might have wondered what witchcraft was
www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/ford-ontario-news-now1.5284677
afoot that day in the provincial seat, the cause of these
anomalies can be easily explained through
technology.
Green screen or chroma key compositing is a
post-production technique for layering separate
video streams and/or still images. Green screen
actually started out as blue screen, developed at a
movie studio called RKO Pictures in the 1930s.
London Films picked up on the technique and
created a scene in the movie The Thief of Baghdad
(1940), where a genie escapes from a bottle
courtesy of blue screen. This new technology
thrilled the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and
Sciences, so the Oscars coughed up a special
effects award that year. Hollywood tinkered with
blue screens, managing some passable and some
gimmicky results, but compositing really hit the big

Still from Avenger: Endgame simultaneously showing green screen and
finished frame (directed by Anthony Russo and Joe Russo).
PHSC NEWS February, 2020
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EQUIPMENT REVIEW

BY DAVID BRIDGE

Logos Ad Nauseam
Corporate dominions come and go, but more pervasive
than the Google/Apple stronghold of today was the film-era
Kodak monopoly. Elder PHSC labs scientists still get a warm
tingly feeling when they see the red-and-yellow, perhaps
partly from a longing for a simpler consumer time.

Most remarkable is the strong recognition of the product
packaging, considering how widely this has varied over the
last hundred years. Here we have examples of the great
yellow mother’s typographical whims, seemingly changing
more frequently than a Trump cabinet!

Left: mid 30s Retina lozenge [our favourite!]; middle: same Retina camera, but different font on lens and right: 1940s Retina with
italicized font.

Left: 1920’s deco; middle: background with yellow EKC entwined letters; right: similarly entwined Canadian Kodak Co. letters.

Left: mid-century block; middle: much-loved curling page corner; right: projector beam? ray diagram?

Left: 21st century ball-and-stick; middle: 70s circus carousel; right: reborn current logo.
PHSC NEWS February, 2020

Page 7 of 10

WEB LINKS

COMPILED BY DAVID BRIDGE

“YouTuber upscales classic film to 4K/60p resolution using
neural networks,” Kara Murphy, DPReview, published Feb
5, 2020.
www.dpreview.com/news/6466204538/youtuber-upscales-classicfilm-to-4k-60p-resolution-using-neural-networks
Chances are you've seen the famous short film ‘Arrival of a Train
at La Ciotat (France),’ by the Lumière Brothers at some point in
your life. YouTube creator Denis Shiryaev used neural networks to
upscale and resound the original black and white clip. His efforts
resulted in a 4K/60p clip that is quite astounding. The absence of
jerkiness and artifacts makes the arrival of the train that much
more impactful and shows just how powerful machine learning
has become.

“Unsplash partners with major institutions to add
modern and historical images to its library,”
Brittany Hillen, DPReview, published Feb 4, 2020.
www.dpreview.com/news/3125341391/unsplashpartners-with-major-institutions-to-add-modern-andhistorical-images-to-its-library
Unsplash, a free online stock photography website
that allows anyone to share their images under a CC0
license, has announced the addition of photo archives
from several major private and government
institutions to its online platform. The expansion was
made under the Unsplash for Education initiative
announced in July 2019.
The stock photography platform announced the new
addition on January 30. Institutions that have brought
image archives to Unsplash include the Library of
Congress, New York Public Library, NOAA Photo
Library, Europeana, Austrian National Library, Boston
Public Library and more.

“The Extraordinary Details of Tiny Creatures Captured with a
Laser-Scanning Microscope by Igor Siwanowicz,” Christopher
Jobson, Colossal, October 12, 2016.
www.thisiscolossal.com/2016/10/insect-microscopy-igor-siwanowicz/
If you’ve ever wondered how a diving beetle swims through the water
or manages to rest just on the surface, the answer is in part because
its foot is infinitely more complicated than your own. As seen [at
right], this microscopic image of a male Acilius sulcatus (diving
beetle) by photographer Igor Siwanowicz reveals the extraordinary
complexity of this aquatic insect’s tiny appendage. This is just one of
many examples of Siwanowicz’s work as a neurobiologist at the
Howard Hughes Medical Institute’s Janelia Farm Research Campus.
His brilliantly coloured images show the tree-like structures of moth
antennas, the wild details of barnacle legs, and the otherworldly
shapes of plant spores. The photos are made with a confocal laserscanning microscope capable of “seeing” vast amounts of detail
beyond what you might capture with a traditional lens-based
microscope.
Acilius diving beetle male front tarsus (foot) 100x
PHSC NEWS February, 2020
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PHSC PRESENTS
Our talks are free and open to the public on the third Wednesday of every month, from September to
June, in the Burgundy Room of the Memorial Hall, in the basement of 5120 Yonge St, North York,
Ontario. Presentation at 8:00 pm unless otherwise specified. Presentations are subject to change.
A SU P ER 8 HALLO WEEN !
October 16, 2019

Terry Lagler brings fabulously cheesy horror movies to
our screen for an evening of free popcorn, scary
snacks and some great vintage-style merch!

T H E C LO S E D DA R K R O O M O F T H E E A S T :
H I S TO R I C A L JA PA N E S E P H OTO G R A P HY
W IT H C E L I O B A R R E TO
November 20, 2019

As a society closed off from the world for 200 years,
Japan had its challenges integrating new visual
technologies. Celio Barreto returns to reveal more of
the photographic mysteries of this intriguing period
and its images.

C H R I S T M A S B LO W O U T

URBAN EXPLORATION
WITH A CAMERA
January 15, 2020

Chris Luckhardt presents on his book about urban
exploration photography. Hear excerpts from his
adventures and trials in capturing the photographic
jewels of the city.

TORONTO’S PAST: A LOOK BACK AT SOCIAL
HISTORY AND SIGNIFICANT EVENTS IN
PHOTOGRAPHS
February 19, 2020

Victor D. Caratun will be excavating the photographic
milestones and oddities in Toronto’s extraordinary
history.
Please check phsc.ca for updates.

December 18, 2019

Our annual Xmas party, Show and Tell, Silent Auction
and gift exchange along with seasonal refreshments.
No admission and everyone welcome.

PHSC EVENTS
CONSIGNMENT AUCTION
ALL BUYERS WELCOME!

SPRING FAIR
Sunday, May 31, 2020
TRIDENT HALL

S E L L E R S ! DUE TO HIGH DEMAND, RESERVE
YOUR SPACE TO SELL ITEMS
All items to be pre-vetted to ensure a high-quality auction!

email auction@phsc.ca
Sunday, March 15, 2020
ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION #101
3850 Lake Shore Blvd. West, Toronto
Items accepted 8:30am to 10:00am
View Items 10:00 to 11:00 Auction starts at 11:00am
Free admission & parking
Clint Hryhorijiw - Chairman
Details at www.phsc.ca

145 Evans Avenue, Toronto (Etobicoke)
(south of the Gardiner,
east of Islington Avenue)
10:00am to 3:00pm
Admission $7 / Students free / Free parking
Mark Singer - Chairman - fair@phsc.ca

PHSC NEWS February, 2020
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of Hitler? Oh sure, romantic.

Vi: Let me explain. Germany after WWI tried to be a republic
with civil rights and equal opportunity for all. But the
reparations it had to pay (which many analysts since have
declared unnecessarily punitive) beggared the economy. Not
only did the conditions present political opportunities for
Hitler, prostitution became a major occupation as people
struggled to survive. However, these desperate economic
conditions also freed many from rigid puritanical concepts
of sexuality. Out of this liberated if despondent atmosphere
came two writers: Billy Wilder and Christopher Isherwood.

Dot: Two guys at opposite ends of the spectrum, I take it?
Vi: 20 year-old Wilder came to Berlin and worked as a taxi

VI AND DOT

Uncover what Josephine
and Daphne had in common
with Sally Bowles

dancer (a companion for hire) to support his writing. When
Hitler burned the Reichstag in order to blame it on another
political party and seize power, Wilder fled, eventually ending
up in Hollywood. There he made movies that loosened
American Evangelical attitudes. The Apartment (1960),
would offer a less recriminatory view of adultery; Irma La
Douce (1963), would cast prostitutes in a sympathetic light,
and Some Like It Hot (1959), would have two guys who called
themselves Josephine and Daphne cross-dress to hide from
gangsters.

Dot: But Wilder’s writing was essentially heterosexual. How
did that fit with Isherwood?

Dot: I’m writing my own Valentine’s card message this year
but I’m not feeling inspired. Vi, you know history. Tell me
some fabulous historical romance I can use for inspiration.

Vi: I wish I could. But romance has been complicated
throughout history, tied as it’s been to problematic notions of
property, paternity and class. I can’t think of one historical
fictional romance where the pleasure the characters
experienced outweighed their suffering. However, what has
fascinated me lately is how a difficult historical environment
can inspire new views on love and sex. Take, for example, the
Weimar Republic.

Dot: You mean, the conditions in Berlin just before the rise

Tony Curtis and Jack Lemmon from Some Like It Hot in 1959,
written, directed and produced by Billy Wilder.

Liza Minnelli as Sally Bowles and Joel Grey in Cabaret, 1972,
the movie musical based on the 1939 novel by Isherwood.

Vi: Isherwood was born to a privileged upbringing in
England but moved to Berlin in 1929 to explore his sexuality.
He wrote about it in The Berlin Stories/Goodbye to Berlin
(1939), the basis for the movie Cabaret (1972). The film
attempted to capture the atmosphere of Isherwood’s
experiences with a bisexual main character (Michael York), a
gender ambiguous Emcee (Joel Grey) and a sexually
adventurous Sally Bowles (Liza Minnelli). The film
contributed to changing views of gender and relationships in
the 70s along with Isherwood’s book. Who knew that the
same Weimar Republic could produce diverse perspectives
on human sexuality?

Dot: Apparently not me and my still-waiting-for-a-punch-line
Valentine’s card.
PHSC NEWS February, 2020
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THE CLASSIFIEDS
Camera Shows

Camerama
Camera Show
Sunday, March 29, 2020
9:30am to 2:30pm
Edward Hotel, North York,
185 Yorkland Boulevard,
Toronto ON M2J 4R2
Camera .. Lenses .. Darkroom ..
Binoculars .. scopes .. Collectibles ..
Video .. Digital .. images, etc.
Admission $7 - Free Parking
Contact Gary 905 550-7477 or email
torontocamerashows@gmail.com
Facebook.com/TorontoCameraShows

Camera Shows

LONDON SPRING
VINTAGE CAMERA SHOW
Sunday, April 19, 2020
10:00am to 3:00pm
Carling Heights CommunityCentre,
656 Elizabeth Street, London, ON
All fans of film photography are
welcome, especially beginners,
dreamers, hobbyists and students.
We're always looking for good local
dealers too.
Admission $5 - under 16 free.
Free parking & Great Door Prize Draw
Contact Maureen and Ron Tucker at
519-473-8333 or email
tuckerphoto@rogers.com
londonvintagecamerashow.vpweb.ca

The Montreal Camera Show

37th Annual

D.C. Antique Photo,
Postcard & Camera Shows
Sunday, March 8, 2020
10:00am to 4:00pm
Holiday Inn Rosslyn
1900 N. Fort Myer Drive
Arlington, VA 22209
The annual spring D.C. Antique Photo
Show has been expanded to include
both a second room devoted to
postcards and a third room for more
cameras. Free Parking!
Contact Mary Martin at 410-939-0999
or email
marymartinpostcards@gmail.com

Image Search
Editor of Photographic Canadiana
seeks assistance in locating images
by George (King) Brown of Wyoming,
Ontario and Belleville, Ontario for a
future story. The verso of images
also welcome. Send to Bob Lansdale
at bob.lansdale@1staccess.ca.

Sunday, April 5, 2020
9:30am to 2:30pm
Marriott Courtyard Montreal Airport
7000 Place Robert-Joncas
Montreal, QC H4M 2Z5
Buy • Sell • Trade
Everything photographic: new or
used, including digital and film
cameras, lenses, flashes,
accessories, fresh and expired film,
etc.
Admission $7
Contact Sol Hadef 514-898-5351 or
email solhadef@gmail.com
www.montrealcamerashow.com

Toronto
Postcard Club
39th Annual
Show
February 23, 2020
Japanese Canadian Cultural Centre
6 Garamond Court,
Toronto, on M3C 1Z5
Canada’s largest postcard show with
40 tables of vendors. See history’s
cultural curiosities preserved in
images sent through the mails. Free
parking and an on-site snack bar with
TTC access via the 100 Flemingdon
bus. www.torontopostcardclub.com

Camera Shows

Saturday, March 28, 2020
10:00am to 3:00pm
South Arm United Church
11051 #3 Road, Richmond, BC
BUY / SELL / TRADE
YOUR CAMERA GEAR
All formats of film gear, digital
cameras and lenses, accessories,
studio items, lighting...etc. Friendly
indie vendors and a total riot of
photographica!
Tables available for rent at $60.
Admission $5 - Early Bird $10 @ 9:30
Lots of FREE PARKING.
Contact through email at:
richmondphotoswapmeet@gmail.com

Books

Boris Spremo, C.M.
Photojournalist by Boris and
Ludmila Spremo

This book lays out Spremo’s life
history in stories and photographs
published by Ludmila Spremo and
daughters Sandy and Diana. His
tenacity at staying with any
assignment long after other
photographers led to many a scoop.
Book design and production by
Kinetics Design.
12x9 inch, 366 pp, illustrated in B&W
and colour, hard cover price is $50.00
plus shipping ($20 for one copy or
$25 for two).
To order by email, go to
contact@borisspremo.com
PHSC NEWS February, 2020

