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Pictured above: The Aquatica 5D Mk II Pro
Digital Underwater Housing is a waterproof
case specifically manufactured to enable high-
quality underwater photography. Made of a
single piece of machined aluminum, it has a
depth rating of 295 feet and was built to pair
with a Canon 5D Mark II DSLR Camera. This is
the equipment utilized by Cruz Erdmann to take
his prize-winning image at upper left. Price

starts at $3000 (US) but camera and lenses are
extra.

THE 2019 YOUNG WILDLIFE PHOTOGRAPHER OF THE YEAR AWARD, the
winning image of which is now on display at the ROM, went to Cruz Erdmann of
New Zealand for this shot of a Big Fin Reef squid. Erdmann started experimenting
with his dad’s aquatic camera only a year ago and managed to capture this eerily
beautiful shot on a night dive in neighbouring Indonesia.

Just a stone’s throw away from Erdmann’s New Zealand home, Australia’s
leadership seems unconcerned with making sure there will be any squid left to
photograph. Prime Minister Scott Morrison, a full-bore supporter of the Australian
coal mining industry, is on public record as vociferously denying the existence of
climate change. Yet it appears that the scaling up of coal extraction on his
continent, the most recent project of which threatens to poison and deplete the
Great Artesian Basin (the world’s largest natural underground water resource), is
raising doubts about the Prime Minister’s position. Mining there has already
drastically reduced available land water, leading to widespread fires destroying
forest, grassland, farmland and animal habitat. With over a million animals dead
by fire along with 8,000 Koala bears, mining has also raised the temperature of the
ocean around Australia, killing off species native to coastal waters and decimating
the Great Barrier Reef. In fact, Australian coal mining, in the face of declining global
demand, threatens to kill off every other Australian industry, including forestry,
fishing and farming, not to mention the Australians themselves. As the rest of the
world watches, Australia might just become the first contemporary example of a
smoking hole where wildlife and human populations used to thrive.

Sources
“The Land Where Coal Remains King” by Jason Scott in Bloomberg, May 7 2019,
www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2019-05-07/in-australia-coal-remains-king-despite-
climate-fears

COAL CASUALTY
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https://www.instagram.com/p.h.s.canada/
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CONCISE CUNNINGHAM
He was a Dedicated Follower of Fashion

My colleague George Dunbar recently reminded me that
Bill Cunningham: On the Street was a photo book too good to
ignore. It had hit bookshelves just last fall, timed for release
around New York Fashion Week, just like his posthumous
memoir Fashion Climbing the previous year. Cunningham
was an odd, fascinating man to be photographing fashion
for the New York Times and his idiosyncratic devotion to
capturing style is a story in itself.

He was eldest son in a strict, middle-class Roman
Catholic family in Boston. They dreamed of him entering the
priesthood. In the meantime, he was sent to Harvard but
found no footing, dropped out and got a job as a stock boy at
a department store. He eventually ended up at upscale
Bonwit Teller. The chagrin this caused his ambitious
religious family finally motivated him to move to New York,
far enough away to spare them daily embarrassment.

19 year-old Cunningham certainly understood style’s
momentum, with New York the ideal place to open a small
hat salon with his own designs in a West 50s townhouse. He
had to shutter it in the 1960s when hats fell out of favour. But
he had a camera and had done a little freelance reportage
and his work ethic was straightforward: photograph what
people, not models, were wearing. He rode a bicycle to get
around New York’s streets and always wore a blue men’s
utility jacket, never shrugging off the perennial look of a stock
boy.

Journalists have played up his attendance at exclusive
Fashion Week shows and receptions. They’ve emphasized
the couture he shot on executives, celebrities and ladies-
who-lunch. But Cunningham’s real genius was in bringing
bricolage to the pages of the New York Times. Narrowly
defined as “making do,” bricolage is an act of reassembling
elements of dress to redefine their meaning. Cunningham
knew that this rough-and-ready fashion was the fertile
ground from which major houses might harvest a detail or
even an entire look. His devotion to photographing the street
as if it were a runway was a key component in that endless
cycle of subculture to haute to mainstream and back; an
invaluable record of culture in the making left for all of us.

Sources
“Bill Cunningham: A Memoir Of Style On All Levels, High And Low”
by Karen Grigsby Bates, NPR, Sept, 15, 2018,
www.npr.org/sections/codeswitch/2018/09/15/647151129/bill-
cunningham-a-memoir-of-style-on-all-levels-high-and-low

Bill Cunningham: On the Street,
Five Decades of Iconic Photography (2019)
(available at the Toronto Public Library)

Fashion Climbing: A Memoir with Photographs
by Bill Cunningham and Hilton Als (2018)
(available at the Toronto Public Library)

https://www.npr.org/sections/codeswitch/2018/09/15/647151129/bill-cunningham-a-memoir-of-style-on-all-levels-high-and-low
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GHOSTS OF PARTIES PAST
Where the WildThings Forever Hang Out
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It took a while after the camera was invented for people
to get around to capturing transgressions on film. When
Alphonse Bertillon, father of the mugshot, was appointed
head of the newly-formed Paris Department of Judicial
Identity in 1888, he not only set about photographing people
labelled as criminals, he recognized the value of recording
rooms in which crimes and murders had taken place. After a
few decades, shooting misdeeds in progress rather than
after-the-fact crime scenes became the expertise of
photojournalistic entrepreneurs like Weegee, who dogged
petty thieves and gangland executioners with the flash of his
Speed Graphic. A little more time elapsed before the modern
paparazzi became an almost permanent fog of firing
shutters around the affairs of Elizabeth Taylor, the
misbehaviour of the Royals or the trials of Brangelina in the
late 20th century.

Yet all historical transgressors seemed familiar with the
basic premise in this eternal cat-and-mouse between
photographer and subject. Whether you were a criminal or
celebrity, intellectually capacious or short of brain cells, you
tried to avoid being caught on film. Hiding that adulterous
one-night stand or racist screaming fit was to your
advantage. To be easily identified doing whatever it was you
weren’t supposed to be doing was just going to make
chatting with the neighbours and picking up the dry cleaning
more of a challenge.

Simple concept, really. So it’s rather puzzling why the
members of the Sherwood Forrest Residents Group decided

to pose for the portrait above. These Mississauga locals
united to fight a proposal by a group of nuns called the
Carmelite sisters of Canada. The nuns, who own an
approximately 11 acre site at 1720 Sherwood Forrest Circle,
wish to built 2 six-storey seniors residences with
apartments, assisted-living suites and convent units. With a
chronic shortage of care spaces for seniors in Ontario, you’d
think that the above individuals, the majority of them greying
and soon to be perusing the Yellow Pages for similar
accommodation, would welcome such desperately needed
facilities. But it seems they believed these new residents
would be as rowdy as students. Apparently there’s nothing
that makes more noise, clearly heard across a busy four-lane
thoroughfare, than a colostomy bag banging against a
wheelchair.

But there may be a community-service silver lining
hidden in this ridicule-worthy cloud. Perhaps each of the
advocates above actually intends to take Mississauga aged
into their own homes. Infirm suburbanites requiring
assistance might only need to knock on the doors of these
compassionate activists at any hour should they be looking
for meals, shower assistance or Depends monitoring. And
no thanks necessary. The Sherwood Forrest Residents
Group, like the famed inhabitants of Sherwood Forest from
centuries ago, should be only too happy to do what’s right for
the community they care about.

Sources
“Mississauga residents oppose plans for 6-storey seniors'
complex” by Steve Cornwell, Mississauga News, Dec 10, 2019

THE TORONTO FILE BY SONJA PUSHCHAK

Doing Something Ill-advised? Pose for a picture!

Members of the Sherwood Forrest Residents group. Photo by Bryon Johnson, staff photographer for theMississauga News.



Last month’s paean to the Olympus 35mm miniatures
of the film era brought chagrin to those of the digital
persuasion. “Why would you waste time with slippery silver
strips when lots of nifty digitals of a similar size lurk on the
E-buy?” they asked. An example of their case in point was
the 2011 Olympus E-PL3, 12 megapixels of sleek style that
can be had for about the same amount as a trendy Trip 35.

Being a more or less modern machine of the sort that is
now called “mirrorless,” the PL3 sports an interchangeable
zoom lens. If you‘ve been missing the fun your wealthy
Sony friends have been having, adapters can be had to
mount most of your leftover DSLR lenses. Can’t do this with
your Canonet.

Film lovers will point out the lack of a proper look-
through viewfinder, but for this particular line Olympus made
accessory digital viewfinders for those who wish to flatten
their noses and scratch their glasses. The viewfinder, a tiny
flash and other add-ons cleverly plugged into electronic
circuits at the back when slipped onto the standard flash
shoe.

Olympus also obligingly supplied a number of “Art”
camera presets which annoyingly will not turn you into a
Cartier-Bresson, but will merely fiddle with the jpeg output.
One of these is labelled “Grainy Film,” which remains
untested by PHSC labs, since most of us are unfortunately
too well acquainted with this phenomenon already!
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EQUIPMENT REVIEW BY DAVID BRIDGE

Rhapsody in black: front is the Olympus Digital E-PL3 while the silver-sensored Olympus 35 RC and OlympusTrip 35 are in back.

Digital Sensor: more dynamic range than your frozen Ektachrome!

Olympus Encore: One MoreTrial, Digitally Speaking
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WEB LINKS COMPILED BY DAVID BRIDGE

America and Lewis Hine Daedalus
Productions, Nina Rosenblum, 1984

torontopl.kanopy.com/video/america-and-
lewis-hine

An hour long documentary about pioneer
photographer Lewis Hine, who
documented child labor and the building of
America from 1900-1940. Hine's work
helped establish child labor legislation and
is an important part of our national
heritage.

Thismonth a look at twomore photo history related programs available from from Kanopy.com. This streaming video
provider offers a variety of FREE content, available via your library card. In Toronto, set up an account at
torontopl.kanopy.com/login

An American Journey: In Robert Frank's Footsteps
Kino Lorber, Philippe Séclier, 2009

torontopl.kanopy.com/video/american-journey-robert-
franks-footsteps

Robert Frank's The Americans (1958) transformed the
landscape of contemporary photography. Fifty years
later, Filmmaker Philippe Seclier decided to follow in
Frank's footsteps, retracing his path step by step.
From Texas to Montana, from Nebraska to Louisiana,
from New York to San Francisco, An American
Journey is a 15,000 mile odyssey through
contemporary America, moving between past and
present, photography and cinema - beautifully
capturing the wandering spirit of Robert Frank's
legendary journey."

Say hello to the LEGO Nikon F3, the new
"plastic fantastic" film camera By Ethan
Brossard - Emulsive.org December 24, 2019

emulsive.org/articles/news/say-hello-to-the-lego-
nikon-f3-the-new-plastic-fantastic-film-camera

Photographer and LEGO designer Ethan
'LegoDog0126' Brossard has recreated the iconic
Nikon F3 film camera as a LEGO kit featuring 549
pieces. The design has been submitted to the
LEGO Ideas website where it was selected as a
Staff Pick on November 25. At this point in time,
the submission has nearly 1,400 supporters and
190 days remaining for others to support it.

Credit: Ethan Brossard

https://torontopl.kanopy.com/video/america-and-lewis-hine
https://torontopl.kanopy.com/login
https://torontopl.kanopy.com/video/american-journey-robert-franks-footsteps
https://torontopl.kanopy.com/video/american-journey-robert-franks-footsteps
https://emulsive.org/articles/news/say-hello-to-the-lego-nikon-f3-the-new-plastic-fantastic-film-camera


Page 7 of 9

PHSC NEWS January, 2020

Our talks are free and open to the public on the third Wednesday of every month, from September to
June, in the Burgundy Room of the Memorial Hall, in the basement of 5120 Yonge St, North York,
Ontario. Presentation at 8:00 pm unless otherwise specified. Presentations are subject to change.

PHSC PRESENTS

PHSC EVENTS
CONSIGNMENT AUCTION
ALL BUYERS WELCOME!

SELLERS! DUE TO HIGH DEMAND, RESERVE
YOUR SPACE TO SELL ITEMS

All items to be pre-vetted to ensure a high-quality auction
email auction@phsc.ca
Sunday, March 15, 2020

ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION #101
3850 Lake Shore Blvd. West, Toronto
Items accepted 8:30am to 10:00am

View Items 10:00 to 11:00 Auction starts at 11:00am
Free admission & parking
Clint Hryhorijiw - Chairman
Details at www.phsc.ca

SPRING FAIR
Sunday, May 31, 2020

TRIDENT HALL

145 Evans Avenue, Toronto (Etobicoke)
(south of the Gardiner,
east of Islington Avenue)
10:00am to 3:00pm

Admission $7 / Students free / Free parking
Mark Singer - Chairman - fair@phsc.ca

A DOUBLE-BILL SEASON OPENER
September 18, 2019
Horst Herget will speak on figure work in wet plating,
while John McQuarrie will discuss the tools and apps
used in producing his Then & Now book series.

A SUPER 8 HALLOWEEN!
October 16, 2019
Terry Lagler brings fabulously cheesy horror movies to
our screen for an evening of free popcorn, scary
snacks and some great vintage-style merch!

THE CLOSED DARKROOM OF THE EAST:
HISTORICAL JAPANESE PHOTOGRAPHY
WITH CELIO BARRETO
November 20, 2019
As a society closed off from the world for 200 years,
Japan had its challenges integrating new visual
technologies. Celio Barreto returns to reveal more of
the photographic mysteries of this intriguing period
and its images.

CHRISTMAS BLOWOUT
December 18, 2019
Our annual Xmas party, Show and Tell, Silent Auction
and gift exchange along with seasonal refreshments.
No admission and everyone welcome.

URBAN EXPLORATION
WITH A CAMERA
January 15, 2020
Chris Luckhardt presents on his book about urban
exploration photography. Hear excerpts from his
adventures and trials in capturing the photographic
jewels of the city. Please check phsc.ca for updates.

mailto:auction@phsc.ca
mailto:fair@phsc.ca
https://phsc.ca
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Vi: Dot, I just got back from that marvellous Stieglitz gallery,
An American Place. He’s exhibiting Ansel Adams
landscapes. What sculptural images! What a tour de force
for 1936! And I am totally enraptured with the gallery itself.
It’s practically a spirit’s lair, all off-white walls and indirect
lighting. What a genius Stieglitz has for thinking up such
revolutionary neutrality for the display of photography.

Dot: Darling Vi, while I accept that Adams has some talent
for photographing rocks, I can’t say that Stieglitz has a talent
for decorating. He didn’t come up with the gallery room as a
purified space with the specific purpose of forefronting the
work itself.

Vi: No? Well, I’m usually pretty good at pinpointing historic
advances in culture. If it wasn’t Stieglitz who came up with
the idea, it’s gotta be Daniel-Henry Kahnweiler, Pablo
Picasso’s dealer.

Dot: Nope.

Vi: Okay, then it’s Paul Rosenberg, Picasso’s other dealer.

Dot: Not even close.

Vi:Was it Picasso?

Dot: Please.

Vi: Okay, I give up. Who was the father of the white cube?

Dot: How about a mother?

Vi:Who?

Dot: Syrie Maugham.

Vi:Was she an art dealer?

Dot: No, sugar bowl, she was a decorator. Maugham
opened her first shop in Baker Street, London, in 1922. Her
flair for the fresh and elegant soon had her doing projects in
New York, Palm Beach and California. And what set her apart
from other decorators was white.

Vi:White what?

Dot: White anything and everything. Furniture, walls, white
vellum-covered books to do away with a publisher’s poor
colour choices, even white plates and cutlery with white
porcelain handles for the dining room. What wasn’t white
was covered in mirrors to reflect the white and the light.
While other decorators were just starting to talk about white,
with a few trepidatiously using the occasional white accent
piece, Maugham went all out and designed an all-white
drawing room for herself in London in 1927. Anyone who
saw the room never forgot it. And since she gave chic
parties, anyone who mattered saw the room. Vogue editors,
the Prince of Wales and Wallis Simpson, Cecil Beaton...

Vi: Stieglitz?

Dot: Can’t say whether or not he was part of her inner circle.
But I can definitely say that when word got around he wasn’t
above stealing a good idea.

Sources
“Syrie Maugham, Famously White Rooms for an English Innovator”
by Elizabeth Lambert, Architectural Digest.com, Jan 1, 2000.
A New History of Photography by Michel Frizot (1998).

Photograph of the Adams exhibition at An American Place by
Ansel Adams,1936.

VI AND DOT
Take aim at sorting out
when the white room
became the right room.



CLAUDIA FÄHRENKEMPER
Seltsame Schönheit
11 January - 8 February 2020
Stephen Bulger Gallery
1365 Dundas Street, Toronto, ON
Fährenkemper has been
photographing armour since 2010.
www.bulgergallery.com
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THE CLASSIFIEDS

Galleries

Camera Shows

Exhibitions

Wildlife Photographer
of the Year 2019
November 23, 2019 - March 29, 2020
Royal Ontario Museum
100 Queen’s Park, Toronto, ON,
The longest-running and most
prestigious nature photography
competition in the world returns to
the ROM for the seventh year in a row.
Whether you’re a nature lover,
aspiring photographer, or simply love
a perfectly captured moment, you will
appreciate the talent and technical
expertise required to photograph
such rare and surprising glimpses of
the diverse life on this planet.
www.rom.on.ca/en/exhibitions-
galleries/exhibitions/wildlife-
photographer-of-the-year-2019

Ongoing

Postcard ShowBooks

The latest Graflex Journal is available
for download at journal.graflex.org.
Plus ongoing calls for articles about
Graflex cameras. Contact Ken Metcalf
atmetcalf537@aol.com

Boris Spremo, C.M.
Photojournalist by Boris and
Ludmila Spremo
This book lays out Spremo’s life
history in stories and photographs
published by Ludmila Spremo and
daughters Sandy and Diana. His
tenacity at staying with an
assignment long after other
photographers led to many a scoop.
Book design and production by
Kinetics Design.
12x9 inch, 366 pp, illustrated in B&W
and colour, hard cover price is $50.00
plus shipping ($20 for one copy or
$25 for two).
To order by email, go to
contact@borisspremo.com

Where Angels Come to Earth:
An Evocation of the Italian
Piazza by Vincenzo
Pietropaolo and Mark Frutkin
This lovingly illustrated volume of
over 100 original photographs
harmonized with lyrical prose,
unearths the hidden riches in urban
settings and cultural spaces. With a
foreword by urban designer Ken
Greenberg, who calls the book
"critical to our times" as we rethink
our cities. A must for urbanists,
historians and lovers of the
contemporary landscape.
A few left at $79.95. To order online,
go to accenti.ca/product/angels.

Toronto
Postcard Club
39th Annual
Show

February 23, 2020
Japanese Canadian Cultural Centre
6 Garamond Court,
Toronto M3C 1Z5
Canada’s largest postcard show with
40 tables of vendors. See history’s
cultural curiosities preserved in
images sent through the mails. Free
parking and an on-site snack bar with
TTC access via the 100 Flemingdon
bus. www.torontopostcardclub.com

Camerama
Camera Show
Sunday, January 19, 2020
9:30am to 2:30pm
Edward Hotel, North York,
185 Yorkland Boulevard,
Toronto ON M2J 4R2
Camera .. Lenses .. Darkroom ..
Binoculars .. scopes .. Collectibles ..
Video .. Digital .. images, etc.
Admission $7 - Free Parking
Contact Gary 905 550-7477 or email
torontocamerashows@gmail.com
Facebook.com/TorontoCameraShows

https://www.rom.on.ca/en/exhibitions-galleries/exhibitions/wildlife-photographer-of-the-year-2019
https://journal.graflex.org
mailto:metcalf537@aol.com
mailto:contact@borisspremo.com
https://accenti.ca/product/angels
https://www.torontopostcardclub.com
mailto:torontocamerashows@gmail.com
https://Facebook.com/TorontoCameraShows

