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THE GRAPHI C 35 ELECTRIC
By Michael Par ker
o= The Graphic 35 Electric was a game cha
camera with electric fi m advance,; it [
for electronic flash at al | speeds up
changeabl e by bayonet with a variety o
35mm to 135mm, and to top it al the ceé
correction, showed the wicodeplhbadet oangée
bright Iine frames for different focal
-in exposurEigeterl
In 1959 no other camera could beat it o
Prominent I came c¢close but had manual
sure meter. The best available Leica mo
|l ever wind, no exposure meter and a foc
chroni se Wi el ectronic
only 1/50 sec d bag
Fi_gureTIle Graflex Graphic 3T5neE|GerCatprhiiCc
Quinon 50mm f/ 1.9 |l ens Electric in
mad e in Ha
Il oca Ka&avmekaowned by WiHihedmghg tdi.ffer
namésr aphic 3560Bl ¢ hteritop pl ate, the na an(
wi ndow, a smal |l round Graflex |l ogo on he
and the addition of strap lugs. I n Au ar k
Il oca Electric
The camera is heavy, and the exampl e = ens
just over 1Kg Figure The Iloca Elect
) Photo courtesy of Pet
El ectric motor drive licht, Vienna.
The Robot family of cam
first in 35mm motor wi
work drive, but t he onl
for the Graphic 35 EIl ec r-
mat , wa s t he rar e and
Royal 36 which reqmuived
finder {fsdranmdanmr d Hiegqsrees .
The electric drive, t he {tio
35mm camer a, was t he S —
for the Graphic 35 EI e \ S
housed in theapfidlrimjake \ '
FigureTBe Robot Royalamnds wistels a @niordki-ng so -@—/ >
work motor for film afivameenper second. A setTes urp‘“'.‘tt'u.ca o t
roughl yseoccroend i nterval sFiocgamneFid-mptrdok-em in the
duced by maintaining cd&hectnruiocushopsiersgs utrhe el
red dots on the body an
aligned when replacing t



on the shutter release. The motor is powe
cavity in the basdedigurdihé dbdbameray compart
be accessed by removing part of the base)]
shield without opening the back. Advertisi
teries are sufficient for 1500 exposures.
Exposure automation
Exposure dauut emat ed
shut-perority. The
adjacent to the | !
to select film sp
Then, once t he
speed has been
simply a matter o
ond circular di al
Il ens mount to cha
FigureBattery compartment Untidhet e@ emertiecr dm
insulating shield and baseiphattehe@oveeyrepi ece
deck moves into t
The shutter speed and aperture are then t he
and th bIaV\cok peamsan be rotated around t w
linked changes to the shutter speed and @p&dr[teu§&eow\{vn5|phemafiiqtmais
exposuRiegure 6 aperture adjustment dial
pl astaiéfsor shutter/ apertur e
I nterchangeable | enses
The camera uses the DKL bayonet mount devel opecd
.;.owcompu.; facturers of Compur shutters. The system invol
5""'::2,,&%,.,,VW,«WM,. | ens wi t h mechani cal l'inkages for rangefinder
Figur ewh®dn an appropriate lens is fitted to tF
across the distance a : :
of f iFédlgdur @h& Decke o
al so used in h
Wittnauer Contii
orette ([ K
Voigtlander Vi
mer ci al inter
cameras share
di fferences i
|l enses were n
across <camer a
Il ens manuf act
camera name t
the front bezel
Not all manufacturers ¢eg1@méjg@lptgx%ku“e|d indi
st vity The l enses desvi gRatdPLed s WOtrt ert N8 mount m
Voigtl ander Vitessa T ccooLulnderalv\s.qqdb@ ilsS@dst abo
on the Wittnauer Continental/Braun Su-
Figure Contemporary pgdver Ciodameaittt e 11 wi t hroot Mmoo T CcatTom
for theCSwpahrohutternd N@wehimMO-judicious tinkering, the Il enses
rating the DKL lens may®et -for the Kodak Retfna 111S could be
used on other cameras |with the Deckel
mounFigure 9
Two respected German manufacturers made (|l enses specifically or
El ectric/ Graphic 35 Electric. From Steinheil came the 35mm f | 4.
50mm f/ 1.9 IlIloca Quinon (see Figure 1) and the 50mm f/ 2.8 1] oce
nar . Rodenstock |l enses weEesrygen3dsméhmm/ #)/ L1 ®8chIl oca
Hel i gon, 50mm f/ 2.8 |l loca Ysarex an®f th@el35mm f/ 4 |11 oca Rot|lel a
accessory |l ens8sei mmeiyl th®emm Cul mi gon aphd the Rodenstock
135mm Rotel ar were marketed by Grafl ex, and it i s uncl ear hjow |
the Il enses were readily available even i|ln Europe, as most segm t
ularly scarce.
The camera viewfinder showed the area colve+red—by—t+he—35mm—tehs a
suspended bright frames for the 50mm aRdgur@&maphliensesel etheicf v
moved with | ens focusing to compensate 3%mm plaernal | &x .smal l modi fic
other |l enses with DKL mount
Removing the camera back
Mo s t cameras made by |11l oca defy 1l ogical assumptions about how t
opening is not consisTentemovesshemoHdetk. of the Il oca Electric/ Gr
the smal/l catch adjacent to the reWhntecmanktehnhniheg panesespmuldastel
crank upwards to release th back which comes off completely. To
red dots on the back and th body are aligned.
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