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A kiss for eternity – captured by Robert Doisneau in 1950 in his now legendary picture “Le baiser de 

L’Hotel de Ville” (Lot 57, estimated price € 12,000 – 14,000). That Doisneau had a part in staging 

that scene didn’t prevent the photograph from becoming one of the most well-known shots in the 

history of the medium and a universal icon of love. With the upcoming 15th Photo Auction WestLicht 

celebrates the love for photography. 

It has been 15 years now since WestLicht was founded. On the occasion of this festive date, the 

Jubilee Auction boasts a unique array of 225 handpicked lots: rarities from photography’s early 

years, highlights of Austrian photographic history, sought-after photobooks, prints, many of them 

vintage, by the most important Magnum photographers which became icons of contemporary history, 

famous portraits of stars and fascinating positions from recent decades. 

We continue with the lovers: Eight years after Doisneau, Dennis Stock photographed in the capital of 

romance on the banks of the Seine and captured a couple in deep embrace at Café de Flore (Lot 60, 

estimated price € 3,000 – 4,000), favourite venue of Bohemians, where also Simone de Beauvoir and 

Sartre used to kiss. More impulsive, but no less legendary, is Alfred Eisenstaedt’s “V-J Day Kiss” in 

the middle of New York’s Times Square (Lot 80, estimated price € 16,000 – 18,000). And finally the 

young couple distributing newspapers in Ian Berry’s image of the Prague Spring in 1968 (Lot 

102, estimated price € 2,000 – 2,400) might have stepped straight out of Milan Kundera’s “The 

Unbearable Lightness of Being”.  

A treasure trove in terms of photographic history and natural sciences is a set of crystal-clear 

x-ray images of fishes, amphibians and reptiles. Josef Maria Eder and Eduard Valenta created 

them shortly after Roentgen’s discovery of x-rays at the “k. u. k. Graphische Lehr- und 

Versuchsanstalt” in Vienna, collating their results in the pictorial atlas “Versuche über die Photographie 

mittelst der Röntgen’schen Strahlen” (Essays in Photography using Roentgen’s X-Rays – Lot 1, 

estimated price € 30,000 – 35,000). 

A WestLicht Auction without the world-famous images by the great Magnum photographers 

cannot be imagined. One of the greatest among them, the agency’s co-founder Robert Capa, 

documented the atrocities of the Spanish Civil War together with the German photographer Gerda 

Taro. For example, in 1936, the first year of the war, Capa photographed a soldier jumping out of an 

airplane (Lot 71, estimated price € 4,000 – 5,000), and Taro, who was crushed and killed by a tank in 

July 1937, captured a Republican rifleman in action (Lot 70, estimated price € 2,000 – 2,400). 

Another war zone, another icon of world history: the raising of the US flag at Iwo Jima in 1945. Joe 

Rosenthal managed to take this picture, which quickly attained fame and won him a Pulitzer Prize. 

The print offered here is not a telegraphed press print, as is usual, but a very rare signed early print 

(Lot 74, estimated price €10,000 – 12,000). 

What would an anniversary auction be without stars? WestLicht has a whole parade of them: James 

Dean, whom Dennis Stock made immortal with his unforgettable shot in Times Square in 1955 (Lot 

126, estimated price € 5,000 – 6,000), Brigitte Bardot photographed by Terry O’Neill as a classic 

femme fatale (Lot 174, estimated price € 10,000 – 12,000), Grace Kelly by Elliott Erwitt at her 

engagement party in New York in 1956 (Lot 129, estimated price € 3,000 – 4,000), Marilyn Monroe in 

a black dress captured by Inge Morath in 1960 (Lot 130, estimated price € 3,000 – 3,500), fashion 

designer Tom Ford, whom Peggy Sirota portrayed with a snake for her series “Guess Who?” (Lot 215, 

estimated price € 2,000 – 2,500).  



Austrian classics are a central part of the repertoire of any WestLicht Photo Auction. Trude 

Fleischmann photographed prominent protagonists of Austrian culture, such as writer Stefan Zweig in 

Salzburg around 1930 (Lot 26, estimated price € 3,000 – 3.400) and the legendary actress Helene 

Thimig, also around that time. Rudolf Koppitz had Hedy Pfundmayr, a dancer in the State Opera, 

strike a lascivious pose with a mask by Richard Teschner, a famous art déco puppeteer, c. 1930 (Lot 

33, estimated price € 5,000 – 6,000). 
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