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WCPHA Newsletter March 2016 
Next meeting (at the library again this month) 
The next WCPHA meeting will be held in the Terry Salman Library 
4575 Clancy Loranger Way Vancouver, BC V5Y 2M4 (off 33rd Ave 
between Cambie and Main) on Wednesday 2nd March 2016 
starting at 7:15 pm.  
 

Secretary’s Message 
AGM Please note that our AGM will be held at the May meeting. Formal notice will follow but 
please advise me if you have any items for the agenda. 
 
VANCOUVER CAMERA SHOW. Sunday April 24th 2016 at the usual Cameron Centre 

location in Burnaby. Siggi or Brigitte will be pleased to reserve you a table 604 941-0300 or 
noblexcanada@shaw.ca 

BRIDGE CAMERAS The Minolta article below introduces a series of digital bridge cameras—
for people who wanted a big, expensive and showy hunk of plastic—without interchangeable 
lenses. However the bridge camera was introduced two decades earlier for 35mm film. It joined 
the Kodak Disk and the APS formats of that period as a near disaster. It did not sell. At the next 
meeting I will bring one of these and a mess of accessories—it was supposed to become a 
“system” camera. If you have one, bring it along for show and tell. 

THE COLLECTOR  Minolta Cameras Part Two. 
 
APS format cameras 
Minolta also invested heavily in APS (Advanced Photo System) film-format cameras, most 
notably with the Vectis line of SLR cameras beginning in 1996. APS later proved to be a 
technological dead end, as the cameras did not sell as hoped. Digital photography was entering 
the marketplace, and Minolta eventually discontinued all APS camera production. 
 
Other developments 
Minolta introduced features that became standard in all brands a few years later. Standardized 
features that were first introduced on Minolta models included multisensor light metering 
coupled to multiple AF sensors, automatic flash balance system, wireless TTL flash control, 
TTL-controlled full-time flash sync, and speedy front and rear wheels for shutter and aperture 
control. Special features introduced by Minolta are interactive LCD viewfinder display, setup 
memory, expansion program cards (discontinued), eye-activated startup, and infrared frame 
counter.  
 
Merger with Konica 
In an effort to strengthen market share and acquire 
additional assets in film, film cameras, and optical 
equipment, Minolta merged with another long-time 
Japanese camera manufacturer, Konica Ltd., in 2003. The 
new corporation was called Konica Minolta Ltd.  
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Until Konica Minolta announced their withdrawal plan in 2006, they made Maxxum/Dynax digital 
and film-based cameras (retaining the different names in the 
different markets), improving the design while maintaining 
the basic concepts. The Maxxum 4 is a low-priced 35 mm 
SLR with an A-type bayonet mount, built-in flash, 
autoexposure, predictive autofocus, electronically controlled 
vertical-traverse focal plane shutter, and through-the-lens 
(TTL) phase-detection focusing and metering. In advertising 
literature, Minolta claimed that the Maxxum 4 was the most 
compact 35 mm AF SLR, and the second fastest at 
autofocusing, while the Maxxum 5 was the fastest at 
autofocusing. These cameras were, however, intended for 
the consumer end of the market.  
 
Minolta made one last attempt to enter the serious amateur 
and professional market with the Maxxum (Dynax) 9 in 
1998, followed by the Maxxum 7 in 2000, which used a full 
LCD readout on the rear of the camera. Though well 
received by the photographic press, the 7 and 9 did not sell 
to expectations or achieve any significant breakthrough with 
their intended customer base, who had largely gravitated to the Canon or Nikon brands. All of 
these cameras were eventually discontinued in favor of the less-expensive Maxxum 50 and 70, 
which were sold under the Minolta name until 2006, when Konica Minolta ceased production of 
all film cameras. 
 
Digital cameras 
Minolta has a line of digital point-and-shoot cameras to compete in the digital photography 
market. Their DiMAGE line includes digital cameras and imaging software as well as film 
scanners. 
 
Minolta created a new category of "bridge cameras," with 
the introduction of the DiMAGE 7. Designed for use by 
people familiar with 35mm single-lens reflex (SLR) 
cameras but without the added cost or complication of 
interchangeable lenses or optical reflex viewfinders, the 
DiMAGE incorporated many of the features of a higher-
level film camera with the simplicity of smaller compact 
digicams. The camera had a traditional zoom ring and 
focus ring on the lens barrel and was equipped with an 
electronic viewfinder (EVF) rather than the direct optical 
reflex view of an SLR. It added other features such as a 
histogram, and the cameras were compatible with Minolta's flashes for modern film SLRs. 
 
However, the DiMAGE 7 (including the DiMAGE A1, A2, and A200) and similar bridge cameras 
were not really adequate substitutes for professional SLR cameras, and initially there were 
many reports of slow autofocus speed and various malfunctions (this surfaced when a Sony-
designed CCD chip would malfunction, rendering the camera useless. Minolta, however, issued 
a CCD alert and fixed faulty units free of charge; after Konica Minolta's withdrawal from the 
photo business, Sony took over the CCD alert). Minolta later innovated in this line by being the 
first manufacturer to integrate a mechanical antishake system (Minolta's antishake is based 
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inside the camera body as opposed to the camera lens, common with Canon EF and Nikon AF 
lenses). 
 
In January 2002, Minolta again created a new category of camera, introducing the Minolta 
DiMAGE X, an ultracompact digital with a 3x folded zoom lens. With the folded approach, no 
moving parts of the lens are external to the camera. Instead, a 45-degree mirror bounces light to 
a conventional zoom lens safely tucked inside the camera body. Fast startup times are one 
potential benefit of this design (since nothing needs to extend), but slow focus and shutter lag 
times marred the advantage of this innovation. 
 
Digital SLRs 
After the merger with Konica, it was thought by many that Minolta would quickly enter the digital 
SLR market, a belief that proved premature. 
 
Although Minolta had launched the first digital SLR system 
as early as 1995, the RD-175 — a 3 sensor (3 x 0,38 
megapixel) camera based on the Maxxum 500si — was 
never successful, and in 1998, it was superseded by the 
RD3000, a 3-megapixel SLR based on the lens mount of the 
Vectis APS SLR camera line, which was equally 
unsuccessful and short-lived. 
 
While Minolta was the inventor of the modern integrated AF 
SLR, it took Konica Minolta a long time to enter the digital 
SLR market, a delay that may have proved fatal. KM was the 
last of the large camera manufacturers to launch a digital 
SLR camera (Maxxum/Dynax 5D and 7D) using the 35 mm AF mount. Popular with many 
owners, the DSLR cameras appeared to suffer from a lack of marketing and promotion, certainly 
in comparison to the "two majors," Nikon and Canon. During July 2005, KM and Sony 
negotiated on a joint development of a new line of DSLR cameras,[5] where it was believed that 
Konica Minolta and Sony would market their DSLR line to the masses (much like the joint 
marketing and development of Pentax and Samsung K10/GX10 DSLRs). 
 
On January 19, 2006, KM announced that all DSLR production would continue under Sony's 
management;[1] DSLR camera assets were transferred to Sony during the Konica Minolta 
withdrawal phase until March 31, 2006, where technical support for these cameras (primarily 
Konica Minolta's other digital cameras) was assumed by Sony, who announced the first Konica 
Minolta-based Sony SLR — the Alpha A100 — on June 5, 2006. 
 
Credits Wikipedia and  
 1 "News release details-News Releases - KONICA MINOLTA". Retrieved 16 August 2015. 

 2 "News release details-News Releases - KONICA MINOLTA". Retrieved 16 August 2015. 
 3 Late to Digital, Leica Slow to Refocus, Wall street Journal, September 16, 2008, p. B1 

 4 Minolta Credit Rating Downgraded by Moody's, Company News/Business section, The New 
York Times, 11 July 1992 

 5 "News release details-News Releases - KONICA MINOLTA". Retrieved 16 August 2015. 

 • Photoxels.com. Brief History of Minolta. Retrieved on November 29, 2005. 

 • Sony Corporation announced a new brand for digital Single Lens Reflex (SLR) cameras 
which Konica Minolta Photo Imaging, Inc. has developed. 


